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Hi y’all.... the shed is back in full swing again, some Sheddies wearing masks, 
some not.  I’ve got a bit more time on my hands especially since our Coordinator, 
Nikki, has taken over the bulk of admin responsibilities, and is doing a great job I 
reckon.  

So yes I am gonna keep banging on about it... but do you ever think “Blimey that’s a 
bit of a mess”... or “Crikey that machine’s making a noise or doesn’t seem right”.... 
or “Bloody hell, we've run out of [fill in blank]!  If you do, perhaps also think “...So 
what can I do about it?”  We don’t yet have regularly scheduled maintenance (we’re 
working on that) so it’s up to Members [hand pointing gesture] to work 
co-operatively and keep things ticking over, safely.  

And if you’re not sure what to do, just ask a Duty Manager.  

Also... just a suggestion... before machining a ‘nice’ piece of wood in case the 
machine is out of true or the last person forgot to reset the machine to default 
settings... Do a practice cut on a piece of rough. 

Patrick Harris 
Chairman 
 

Committee Meeting Notes  The Committee last 
met up on Zoom for our monthly meeting during our 
latest lock-down. Ken nominated Patrick Harris as 
the ‘new’ Chairman, and funding applications are in 
place for an AED (Automatic Emergency 
Defibrillator) and to continue to fund employing a 
Coordinator. 

We also had a Zoom video link with other North 
Island Sheddies earlier in the week which was 
mainly a general catch-up of what each were doing.  Of note, was that all Sheds 
were under pressure from new member applications and in some cases were 
turning people away.  This probably reflects the varied and far reaching effects that 



Covid-19 is having upon us and is a reminder of the important community support 
Sheds like ours provide for social interaction. 

 

NEW SHED OPPORTUNITY 

If you want a project to 
get involved with and 
feel you have the energy 
and enthusiasm to see 
this through to fruition, 
we have heard through 
the grapevine that the 
Puketepapa Local Board 

could be looking for tenants for this Heritage building (see photo) situated at Monte 
Cecelia in the grounds of the Wallace Trust Art building.  This would make a great 
Community Shed and help is available from the MenzShed organisation but needs 
someone to champion this endeavour. 

 

Weekend Opening  Now the Rugby Season has finished, we are requesting your 
feedback on your preference of either staying on with Sunday regardless, or make 
the shift back to Saturday?  You can either email Nikki 
(aucklandcentralshed@gmail.com) or use the tick box sheet next to where you 
sign-in at The Shed.  So far most seem to be in favour of Saturday. 

 

Rat Tunnel Working Bee  We had a really good 
turn-out making rat trap tunnels at our last working 
bee, with about a dozen Members helping to make it a 
great success.  Starting in October, we are planning to 
make this a monthly event so mark the last Thursday 
of each month in your diaries starting from 29th 
October 1-3 pm. For September we are holding it on 
Saturday 26th at 10.30 am to 12.30 pm, as requested, 
so that people who want to contribute but work during 
the week can come along.  

We hope to be a bit more organised for the next one 
with teams and templates and a bit more organisation 
generally. The last time it was all a bit new, frantic and 

then people left.  So the idea is to slow it all down a bit, have a cuppa in between 
and enjoy the time together ☕  
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Community Support  We have been talking to the 
Tumeke Trust, the community bicycle repair group, 
(container on Park Green) of how the shed might be able 
to assist them in any building work to help them get up and 
going. Likewise, if any of you know community groups or 
individuals that need assistance let Patrick or Nikki know 
and we’ll see if we can help, and then in turn will ask for 
member support. 

 

Metal Area  We are currently looking to get the metal finishing area functional and 
have purchased gas bottles, goggles and various bits n’ bobs for this. Charles will 
co-ordinate this area and we will look at having small groups five or six at a time for 
instruction and training.  Let Nikki know if you are interested. 

 

Sanding  If you’re not already aware, we 
encourage members to do sanding outside 
to keep dust to a minimum within The Shed. 
However, if weather does not allow for this 
Don has built a sanding bench for the 
purpose.  Please ensure the gate for dust 
suction is open as it is shared with the belt 
sanders. 

 
Members ONLY Don’t forget to check out the Shed’s new look website.   As well 
as a Members only page where you can access the latest Committee minutes 
using the password MyShed (inc capitals), you can check out work by Members 
including Brent’s remote control boat made from scratch!  We await news of its 
first water trial! 
 
Lastly, we are looking for a Member to put together a page of historical 
information about The Shed’s Gribblehirst site.  If you think you can help, please 
contact Nikki (aucklandcentralshed@gmail.com). 
 
 

The Shed is proudly supported by 
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